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SUBJECT: SENATOR BYRD'S MEETING WITH GUTIERREZ MELLADO 

1 . MEETING WITH FIRST VICE PRESIDENT AND DEFENSE 
MINISTER GUTIERREZ MELLADO JULY 1, SENATOR BYRD 
EXPRESSED THE SUPPORT AND ADMIRATION OF THE US GOVERNMENT 
AND PEOPLE FOR THE TRANSITION TO DEMOCRACY IN SPAIN, AS 
WELL AS ADMIRATION AND RESPECT FOR SPAIN S LEADERS AND THE 
COURAGE AND STATESMANSHIP THEY ARE SHOWING IN MAKING 
DIFFICULT DECISIONS. HE WOULD CONVEY TO PRESIDENT 
CARTER AND TO HIS COLLEAGUES, HE SAID, HIS CONVICTION 

THAT SPAIN IS WESTERN-ORIENTED, FRIENDLY TO THE US AND 
TO WESTERN IDEALS, AND HAS AN IMPORTANT ECONOMIC AND 
DEFENSE CONTRIBUTION TO MAKE. HE WOULD TELL THE 
PRESIDENT, HE SAID, THAT WE SHOULD SEE SPAIN AS A NEW AND 
IMPORTANT COUNTRY, AND THAT WE SHOULD PROVIDE IT THE 
FULLEST SUPPORT POSSIBLE. 

2. GUTIERREZ MELLADO WELCOMED SENATOR BYRD AND HIS 
MESSAGE, AND SAID HIS VIEWS MATCHED THOSE OF THE SENATOR: 
SPAIN HAS BEEN A GOOD FRIEND OF THE US FOR MANY YEARS, 
ESPECIALLY SINCE THE DEFENSE AGREEMENTS BEGAN IN 1953, 

BUT THERE EXISTED THE POSSIBLE COMPLAINT THAT THE US 
CONGRESS HAD NOT ALWAYS UNDERSTOOD HOW GOOD A FRIEND 
SPAIN HAS BEEN. THE TWO COUNTRIES CAN COMPLEMENT EACH 
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OTHER IN PURSUING COMMON OBJECTIVES, HE WENT ON, AND 

REGARDING THE TREATY, THE MAXIMUM MUST BE EXTRACTED FROM 

IT. GIVEN SPAIN S STRATEGIC LOCATION, IT IS USEFUL FOR 

SPAIN TO BE AS STRONG AS POSSIBLE, DRAWING ON COOPERATION 

TOWARD COMMON GOALS OF PEACE AND INDEPENDENCE. HE 

HIMSELF IS A GREAT FRIEND OF THE US, HE SAID, WHILE HE 

MUST OF COURSE WORK WITHIN THE POLICY OF HIS GOVERNMENT. 
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3. SENATOR BYRD SAID WE RECOGNIZE THERE MUST BE A BALANCE 
OF RESPONSIBILITIES: THERE ARE MATTERS THAT NEED ATTENTION, 
AND WE ARE WORKING ON THEM. THE OVERALL COMMITMENT OF THE 
US TO THE DEFENSE OF WESTERN EUROPE IS WELL KNOWN, AND IS 
SHARED BY THE PRESIDENT AND THE CONGRESS. THIS PROTECTS 
SPAIN AS WELL AS WESTERN EUROPE. THERE IS A GROWING 
PERCEPTION WITHIN THE US CONGRESS OF THE IMPORTANCE OF 
SPAIN IN THE SCHEME OF WESTERN SECURITY, HE SAID. WHILE 
THERE MAY BE DIFFERENCES FROM TIME TO TIME REGARDING THE 
TREATY, SPAIN SHOULD KNOW OF THE FIRMNESS AND EFFECTIVENESS 
OF THE US DEFENSE COMMITMENT - WHICH DOESN'T MEAN WE 
SHOULD NOT CQNTINUE TO TRY TO RESOLVE DIFFERENCES 
REGARDING THE TREATY. 

4. PRAISING PRESIDENT CARTER AND THE AMERICAN PEOPLE, 
GUTIERREZ MELLADO EXPRESSED AWARENESS OF THE US DEFENSE, 
ROLE, AND INSISTED THAT SPAIN AND THE US FIND THE RIGHT, 

FAIR PATH FOR COOPERATION. IN THE FACE OF THE LATENT 
DANGER, THE COMMON ENEMY, WE MUST PREPARE IN PEACE TO 
PRESERVE THE PEACE. THE SPANISH PEOPLE, HE SAID, HAVE A 
GREAT INSTINCT FOR KNOWING WHO THEIR TRUE FRIENDS ARE, 

AND HE HOPED THAT IN THE FUTURE THEY WILL SEE THE US AS 
HAVING BEEN A TRUE FRIEND IN PEACETIME WHEN NEEDED. IF 

HE WERE PRESIDENT CARTER, HE SAID, HE WOULD GIVE AN ORDER 
TO HELP SPAIN. AND THEN CALL FOR THAT ORDER TO BE CARRIED 
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OUT. 

5. EXPRESSING ADMIRATION FOR GUTIERREZ MELT .ADO'S 
DETERMINATION TO PREPARE IN PEACE TO AVOID WAR, SENATOR 
BYRD SAID SPAIN HAS AN IMPORTANT ROLE TO PLAY, A GREAT 
CONTRIBUTION TO MAKE, WHICH IF MADE WILL HELP TO MAINTAIN 
PEACE. 

6. SENATOR BYRD HAS SEEN THIS MESSAGE. EATON 
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